
 The 29th home in partnership between Lincoln Housing 
Authority and Lincoln Public Schools is being built at 3401 
N. 51st St. The home being built by Lincoln Northeast High 
School (LNE) residential construction students features 
three bedrooms, two baths and an attached two-car garage.
 LNE students gain hands-on experience throughout 
the school year, completing the framing, drywall, trim, 
painting, cabinetry and other projects under the supervision 
of teacher Bob Freese. Licensed contractors perform the 
electrical and plumbing work.

In addition to getting outside of the classroom and 
learning more skills, students appreciate the project’s big-

ger picture. 
“It᾿s good to build a home 

for someone who really needs 
it,” said Kaleb Hunt, a LNE 
senior. 

A sense of accomplishment 
also follows the students into 

their future.
“This class is an oppor-

tunity to build a home for 
someone to enjoy for years to 
come,” said Sam Roberts, a 
LNE junior. “I can drive by 
in the future and remember 
the hard work I put in for 
this project.” 

From left, teacher Bob Freese stands with Lincoln Northeast High School residential 
construction students Miguel Pesina, Adam Aljanabi, Kaleb Hunt, Evan Glantz, Sam Roberts 
and Sirius Johnson at 3401 N. 51st St. in Lincoln, Neb.

 Once the house is completed, it will be sold to an eligible 
family involved with LHA. 
The price hasn’t been set, 
but interested LHA fam-
ilies can determine their 
eligibility to purchase the 
house or take advantage of 
a lease-to-purchase contract 
by contacting Susan Tatum 
at SusanT@Lhousing.com. 
Applicants are encour-
aged to take homeowner-
ship preparation classes 
through NeighborWorks at nwlincoln.org/the-work/ 
homeownership.html.
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 The Arnold Community Learning 
Center (CLC) has explored ways 
to support students in social and 
emotional learning (SEL). Data from the 
previous school year showed that some 
students struggled with making friends 
and getting along with others. This 
information was used by the Arnold 
CLC leadership team to implement 
three SEL interventions: Lunch Bunch 
Clubs, Second Step Club and Kernels.
 Lunch Bunch Clubs, held during 
lunch and recess for select K-5 students, 
reinforce lessons from the Second Step 
curriculum used in classrooms. In 
this club, K-2 students use puppets to 
practice skills. Lessons have included 
scenarios students may face at school 
and how to respond appropriately. At 
the start of the lesson, students can 
hold Fluffy Bunny and share a moment 
when they had a big emotion and how 
they handled it. According to the club 
teacher, students are starting to think 
about how to handle their emotions and 
many “pet” the bunny as they share, 
almost like a therapy dog.
 Second Step Club hosts a select 

NeighborWorks assists with 
homeownership dreams

 F o r  m o r e  t h a n  3 5  y e a r s , 
NeighborWorks Lincoln, 2530 Q St., has 

• Determine the amount of money 
needed for home purchase.

 The popular program has a waiting 
list. Child care is not currently available, 
and all adults in the households must at-
tend all four sessions. NeighborWorks also 
can provide down payment assistance and 
rehabilitation funds for eligible buyers 
through the Homebuyer Education 
Program. 
 For more information and to 
apply, visit www.nwlincoln.org, 
or call 402-477-7181.

helped local residents through its Homebuyer 
Education Program.
 NeighborWorks offers the class in four 
sessions that teach individuals how to:
• Analyze and manage finances, budget 

and credit.
• Evaluate housing affordability.
• Work with realtors and banks.
• Understand financial paperwork, 

c los ing  cos t s ,  and  the 
homebuying process.

Arnold Clubs help students with social, emotional skills
group of first graders during the 
regular club time after school. This 
club uses the Second Step for Out-
of-School Time curriculum, which 
reinforces lessons learned during the 
school day. Topics included show-
ing kindness, identifying emotions 
and making good choices. In one 
lesson, students identi-
fied emotions by cutting 
out images and words 
from magazines that made 
them happy and creating 
vision boards to reflect 
how they feel and how they 
can help others feel happy.
 Kernels, part of a Harvard research 
study on SEL, provides 10-minute ac-
tivities and discussion questions that 
the CLC used during snack time at the 
after-school clubs. The activities help 
students build their focus and self-
control skills.
 These SEL interventions are part of 
a program highlights study that evalu-
ates Arnold CLC for its 21st Century 
CLC funding through the Nebraska 
Department of Education. Mid-year 

findings show that the interventions are 
working. Office calls for participating 
students’ behavior went down from 
September to December 2022. Club 
teachers reported seeing student growth, 
especially when applying learned skills 
to situations at school. Students new to 
the groups are seeing SEL skills mod-
eled by their peers and are catching on 
faster.
 These interventions will continue 
through the school year with findings 
to be collected in early May.

2 LHA Today  



 In March, Krayon Campus will open a child care center in 
the Carol Yoakum Family Resource 
Center, 4621 NW 48th St.
 Krayon Campus is a licensed 
facility that participates in the Step 
Up to Quality and Child and Adult 
Care Food Program (CACFP). The center offers FunShine 
Express curriculum and follows Nebraska’s Early Learning 
Guidelines and the Environment Rating Scale (ERS) to en-
gage children in the classrooms. 
 “We want to have high levels of student engagement and 
positive parent involvement, so we can address behavioral 
concerns for early intervention,” said Jocelyn Johnson, owner 
and center director. “We want to build a sense of community 
with parents and families.” 
 Johnson also operates Krayon Campus at 6101 Normal 
Blvd., and she strives to be available for parents.
 “We feel we really connect with families and listen to 
concerns and needs,” she said. “We want to ensure we᾿re 
providing the best care.”
 The center will be open weekdays from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
and offer care for children ages 6 weeks to 5 years, as well 
as a summer school-age program.
 Krayon Campus is offering tours and accepting 

applications, and the school-age summer program is filling 
up quickly.

Rates Full time Part time
Infants  

(6 weeks - 18 
months)

$210/week $156/week for 3 
days or less

Toddler  
(18 months - 3 

years)

 $195/week $139/week for 3 
days or less

Preschool $180/week $123/week for 3 
days or 5 mornings 

from 8:30-11:30 a.m. 
(includes lunch)

School Age 
Summer Care (K - 

5th grade)

$165/week $120/week for 3 
days or less  
or $36/daily

 Krayon Campus accepts Title XX and offers discounts 
for LHA employees and tenants, military members, and a 
sibling discount for more than one child. Only one discount 
can be applied.
 For more information, visit www.krayoncampus.com or 
email krayoncampus@yahoo.com. 

Krayon Campus to provide child care in Air Park

 If your child will be age 5 on or be-
fore July 31, you need to register them 
for kindergarten. Go to lps.org and look 
for the Kindergarten Registration link 
beneath the red tab labeled Enroll.
 For parents who are unable to 
register their child online, contact the 
school in your attendance area. During 
registration, the paperwork neces-
sary for enrollment in Lincoln Public 
Schools will be completed. The child 

doesn’t need to be 
present.

 Families who 
wish to have a 
child enroll at an 

LPS school 
o u t s i d e 
of their 

attendance area should fill out a Special 
Attendance Permit, which is available 
at any school or on the LPS website.
 Questions about kindergarten regis-
tration should be directed to the school 
the child will attend.
Documents needed at registration:
• Certified birth certificate.
• Current immunization record.
Documents needed before first day 
of school:
• Health history form.
• Proof of dental exam card.
• Physical examination requirements 

form.
• Report of vision evaluation form.
• Medical statement for students 

requiring special meals form.

2023-2024 LPS kindergarten registration

 U n d e r  t h e  U . S . 
Department of Housing 
and Urban Development 
(HUD), Lincoln Housing 
Authority is required to pub-
licly post employment and bid 
opportunities.
 To learn about employ-
ment with LHA, visit www.L-
housing.com/Employment.
html.
 LHA regularly issues 
public bid notices and request 
for proposals (RFPs) for on-
going repair, renovation and 
new construction projects. 
Review a list of current bid 
opportunities at www.L-hous-
ing.com/Vendors.html.
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 Lincoln Housing Authority tenants 
can apply for the 2023 HAI Group’s 
Resident Scholarship Program. The 
deadline is April 28.
 There will be 20 scholarships, val-
ued at $6,000 each, awarded nationally 
in a drawing this spring.
 Applicants must be U.S. citizens 
or a permanent resident in the country 
with a green card; and have lived in a 
public housing authority or property 
with a Housing Choice Voucher for 
six months. The applicant also must be 
attending an accredited or licensed tech-
nical school, two- or four-year college 
or university for the fall 2023 semester. 
For more information and to apply, visit 
housingcenter.com/scholarships. 
For questions, email 
scholarship@ 
housingcen-
ter.com.

 Since the COVID-19 pandemic began, Medicaid 
members have kept their coverage even if they’re no longer 
eligible. Regular reviews of Medicaid eligibility will begin 
March 1. It will take approximately 12 months to review 
each member᾿s eligibility. 

 Medicaid members should update their contact 
information with Nebraska Medicaid because they could 
unnecessarily lose coverage if they can’t be reached.
 You can find out more information and check contact 
information at: dhhs.ne.gov/Pages/Medicaid-MOE.aspx.

Medicaid eligibility reviews to restart

Apply for 
resident 

scholarship
 With eight branch locations, Lincoln City Libraries is free to residents 
to borrow books, audiobooks, movies and more. The libraries have various 
programs for everyone.
Books by mail
 The library’s Home Outreach by Mail service is available to those who 
are temporarily or permanently unable to leave their home due to disability 
or recent surgery. Library staff work with individuals to find items of interest, 
which are mailed to them free of charge. Return postage also is provided. 
These items can include books, books on CD, DVDs or large print books. 
Once the items are returned, more can be mailed out. The service is free 
to anyone who qualifies. To sign up or inquire, call 402-441-8537 or email 
LCLhome@lincoln.ne.gov.
Bound to Please Book Bundles
 Don᾿t have time to browse the library catalog? Library staff can help 
personalize a book selection for kids, teens and adults based on subject, 
genre or author. To request a bundle, fill out the form at lincolnlibraries.org/
bookguide/bound-to-please-book-bundles.
Teen Treasure Troves
 Teens can request the types of books they want to re-
ceive through an online form at lincolnlibraries.org/teens/
teen-treasure-troves. Staff prepare a bundle of books and 
add puzzles or crafts.

Binge Boxes
Themed Binge Boxes, such as Disney Classics, Classic 

Monsters, Classic Western and more, contain four to six mov-
ies. Search the online catalog using the keyword “binge box.”
Grab & Go Book Bundles

 Grab & Go Book Bundles have three to five books to get you in and out 
of the library quickly with a great selection of books for kids! All branches 
try to keep sets available, but topics and selections vary. Stop by and grab 
a bundle today!

Reading Matters: 
Lincoln City Libraries offers free entertainment
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 Later this spring, Aging Partners, 
1005 O St., will move to Victory Park, 
600 S. 70th St. The agency works to en-
hance the daily living and independence 
of individuals ages 60 and over, includ-
ing available services and eligibility, 
health and fitness programs, nutrition 
and a variety of other services.
 When completed, patrons can 
access the facility on the building’s 

east side and find accessible parking, as 
well as StarTran 
b u s  s t o p s . 
T h e  a g e n c y ᾿ s 
c a s e w o r k e r s , 
administration, 
central kitchen, 
fitness center and senior center will be 
at this location.
 The move to Victory Park is possible 

due to the work of many community 
members, donors and agencies. The 
relocation will be announced through 
news sources, with services continuing 
during the move. An open house is being 
planned for the public.
 For more information on Aging 
Partners and the services it provides to 
aging adults, call 402-441-7070 or visit 
aging.lincoln.ne.gov.

 Nebraskans have an easy, 
anonymous way to see if they 
qualify for help with food, heat, 
electricity, child care and other 
essentials through the Department 
of Health and Human Services.
 The iServe Nebraska Portal 
Explore Benefits tool launched 
Jan. 27. In just three minutes by 
answering a simple questionnaire 
on a mobile phone, tablet or com-
puter, Nebraskans can identify if 
they qualify for services. After 
completing the questionnaire, those 
who wish to apply for benefits will 
be directed to ACCESSNebraska.
 The tool can be found at iserve.
nebraska.gov.
 The iServe Nebraska Portal 
Explore Benefits tool also provides 
Spanish language support.

 Do you or someone you know 
have a problem with gambling? Help 
is just a phone call away. Call the 
Nebraska Gamblers Assistance Program 
at 1-833-BET-OVER or text 1-402-806-
7344 for immediate and free help.
 Gambling is betting money or 
something of value on the outcome of a 
game, contest, or other event where the 
results lie in chance and the outcome is 
uncertain. Gambling can occur through 
various activities outside a casino, 
including sports betting, bingo, keno, 
scratch tickets, card games and horse 
racing.
 While most in-
dividuals gamble 
responsibly, any 
gambler  can 
develop a 
p r o b l e m -
at ic  issue 
that leads to 
emotional, 
f a m i l y , 
legal ,  f i -
nancial and 
other problems 
for the gambler and 
those around them.
 There are many ways to identify 
problem gambling: 
• Preoccupied with gambling and 

unable to stop.
• Bragging about gambling, exagger-

ating wins and minimizing losses.

• Restless and irritable when not 
gambling.

• Gambling to win back what you’ve 
lost.

• Borrowing money to gamble.
• Lying to hide time spent gambling 

or unpaid debts.
• Frequent, unexplained absences 

from home or work.
• Losing work time because of 

gambling.
• Doing something illegal to get 

money for gambling.
• Jeopardizing a significant relation-

ship or job by gambling.
Although insurance 

doesn’t cover 
g a m b l i n g 
t r e a t m e n t , 
N e b r a s k a 

Gamblers 
Assistance 
P r o g r a m 

has certified 
providers and 

allows counsel-
ors to provide 
assessments for 

problem/patho-
logical gamblers, consultations/inter-
ventions for problem gamblers and 
their families, financial counseling and 
individual treatment at no charge to 
the client.

For more information, visit prob-
lemgambling.nebraska.gov.

Aging Partners to move this spring

Determine if you 
qualify for services 

quickly, anonymously

March is Problem Gambling Awareness Month

iserve.nebraska.gov
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 As the April 18, 2023, tax deadline approaches, consider 
using free community tax preparation services through the 
Tax Credit Alliance of Nebraska (TCAN)/Volunteer Income 
Tax Assistance (VITA) program.
 This program offers no-cost federal- and state-tax 
preparation and filing for low- to moderate-income 
households. Sites operate in various Lincoln-area locations 
from January to April.
 For more information, call 211 or visit vita.unl.edu. To 
make an appointment, go to vita.unl.edu/signup.
 Note: The scope of work that can be done within the 
VITA site is defined by the Internal Revenue Service (IRS). 
If your return is considered “out of scope” for this site, VITA 
volunteers will not be able to prepare your return.
 Please bring the following to tax preparation sites:
• Photo ID for all tax return signers. Both spouses must 

sign if filing jointly.
• Social Security cards or Individual Taxpayer Identification 

Number (ITIN) letters for everyone on the return.
• W-2s from employer, W-2Gs for gambling income, and 

1099 forms for miscellaneous income including interest, 
dividends, unemployment, pension, 401(k) distribution 
and other income.

• Child care receipts, including provider’s tax ID and 
address.

• Statements of any student loan interest, mortgage interest 
and property tax.

• 1095s showing credible health insurance coverage.
• Records of revenue and expenses for self-employment 

or home-based business.
• A blank check or savings account information for direct 

deposit.
• If you plan to visit a VITA site, please bring a copy of 

last year’s tax return.

Free tax preparation services offered

Site name Address Dates available
Monday
American Job Center 1330 N St. Jan. 30-April 10, 10 a.m.-1 p.m.
Southeast Community College 8800 O St., T-102 Jan. 30-April 10, 5-7 p.m.
Tuesday
F Street 1225 F St. Jan. 31-March 28, 4:30-6:30 p.m.
Wednesday
Anderson Library 3635 Touzalin Ave. Feb. 1-April 12, 4:30-6:30 p.m.
Center for People in Need 3901 N. 27th, Unit 1 Feb. 1-March 29, 11 a.m.-1 p.m.
Asian Community and Culture Center 114 N. 44th St. A Feb. 1-March 29, 1-3 p.m.
Thursday
Loren Eiseley Library 1530 Superior St. Feb. 2-April 7, 4:30-6:30 p.m.
Southeast Community College 8800 O St., T-102 Feb. 2-April 13, 4-6 p.m.
Saturday
Nebraska East Union Holdrege & 35th streets Jan. 28-March 4, 10 a.m.-3 p.m.
Muslim Community VITA JGMC-Unity Rm, 1505 S St. Feb. 2-April 13, 9 a.m.-8 p.m.
Sunday
Bennett Martin Library 14th & N streets Feb. 5-March 26, 1-4 p.m.

Site schedule
 Schedule an appointment at vita.
unl.edu/signup, please choose a site 
location and date. All sites listed below, 
will be in person; virtual preparation 
is available in addition to Facilitated 
Self-Assistance (FSA).
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 On Feb. 1, LHA made changes to the Section 8 Administrative Plan. Here are updates relevant to LHA tenants:

LHA updates Administrative Plan
Carbon monoxide detectors
 The Department of Urban Development requires all 
rental units with a carbon monoxide source — such as 
attached garage or fuel-burning appliance (gas, propane, 
wood, oil or coal) — to install carbon monoxide alarms 
or detectors. Landlords and property owners should have 
carbon monoxide detectors installed as LHA inspectors 
are citing for this violation.

Drug possession
 LHA will not terminate housing assistance if a 
household self-reports a minor household member᾿s 
first offense with drug possession. If tenants self-report 
by calling or do so in writing, LHA will not take action. 
If the household does not report the offense, the tenant 
will be considered uncooperative and could jeopardize 
their housing assistance.

Domestic violence preference
 For victims of domestic violence, LHA added 
language to expand the definition for those needing to 
flee their current home for safety reasons. 

Extra bedroom exception
 Updates to this requirement allow families that need 
an extra bedroom related to a verified medically-related 
disability increase in voucher size.

Family unit
 LHA changed the wording in determining family 
unit size and the number of bedrooms for a voucher. 
This change now includes unborn family members as 
soon as the pregnancy is medically verified rather than 
waiting until the third trimester.

Notifications
 LHA has increased the time given for tenants to 
request an informal review from seven to 10 days.

Temporary absence
 Households must provide written advance notice of 
any member᾿s absence from the household for more than 
14 consecutive days, as well as if the entire household 
will be away from the home for 60 days in a 12-month 
period. This allows LHA to discuss any ramifications of 
extended travel and voucher status.

 Expanding their palates, residents of LHA᾿s senior properties were treated to 
a food-tasting event by Aging Partners.
 Burke Plaza and Mahoney Manor residents 
sampled various hot and cold foods options avail-
able through Aging Partners and the Congregate 
Housing Services Program (CHSP), which offers 
meals at the housing complexes six days a week.
 Aging Partners staff also talked about other 
programs the agency offers and invited residents to 
events such as Dinner and a Show and upcoming 
daytrips. Attendees also had the opportunity to provide feedback and ask questions.
 “This was fun and great choices to select from,” said Mahoney Manor Resident 
Beverly Blanton. “Thanks to all.”

Food-tasting event offered to older adults
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 The American Job Center (AJC), 
which pro-
vides an av-
enue for job 
seekers and 
businesses to access various employ-
ment services, has moved to 1330 N St., 
Suite A, across from the Bennett Martin 
Public Library.
 AJC᾿s goal is to connect job seek-
ers to roles and training opportunities 
in industries with the greatest demand. 
It offers workshops, training and hiring 
events. It can assist with resume devel-
opment, job application assistance, job 
availability information, unemployment 
insurance claim assistance, referrals 
to partner resources and work-based 
learning.
 Along waiting and private wellness 
rooms, the new location has conference 

and interview rooms to meet with 
potential employers and career planners. 
The space is equipped with Wi-Fi, 
webcams, TVs and tablets to use for 
in-person or virtual interviews. 
 It also has private phone booths for 
calls to the unemployment office and a 
children’s play area. 
 Now more visible and accessible, 
customers can use the nearby Eagle 
Parking Garage, or the 14th & N 
StarTran Stop through routes #44 O 
Street, #48 North 48th, #54 Veteran᾿s 
Hospital, #53 SouthPointe and the 
14th & O Streets Trolley Stop for #55 
Downtown Trolley.
 Along with the move, AJC ex-
tended its hours and is open Mondays 
and Tuesdays from 7 a.m.-6 p.m., and 
Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays 
from 8 a.m.-5 p.m.

The new American Job Center, 1330 N. St., Suite A, can 
help individuals looking for employment opportunities. 

American Job Center’s new space 
offers employment help

 For more information, visit ajc.
lincoln.ne.gov or call 402-441-1640.


